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Perspectives on globalization - Transformationalists
Held, D. et al. (1999): Global Transformations. Stanford: Stanford University Press
- in-depth analysis of diversity of internationalization and globalization trends in the political, the economic,
migration, ecology, violence, trade, corporate world etc.
Beck, U. (2006) The cosmopolitan vision. Cambridge: polity press.
p. 1-15:
Globalism promotes the idea of the global market, defends the virtues of neoliberal economic growth and the
utility of allowing capital, commodities and labour to move freely across borders.
Cosmopolitanization, by contrast, must be interpreted as a multidimensional process which has irreversibly
changed the historical ‘nature’ of social worlds and the standing of states in these worlds.
- moves focus to conscionsness and citizen (normative, empirical and institutionalized cosmopolitanism)
- University in diversity (acknowlodgement of common crisis and risk, of differentiation, of empathy, of
existence of borders, of mélange principle)
- towards cosmopolitan social sciences (departure from methodological territorialism)

Perspectives on globalization
Globalization as discourse
(Martell 2017, p. 27-31)

-

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

-

-

Martell (2017) p. 18

Influenced by post-structuralist,
postmodern
and
social
constructionist perspecitves
Symbols and consciousness of the
world play a role as important as
the world itself
Shift from economic and political
perspective on globalization to
ideational ones
Causality comes from ideas not
from real world circumstances
Decisive issue is the power over
discursive construction, especially
in the information society
Discursive idea can be combined
with other sociological concepts
like e.g. agency or political
economy
e.g. Bruff (2005), Scholte (2005)
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Influenced by post-structuralist, postmodern and
social constructionist perspecitves
Symbols and consciousness of the world play a
role as important as the world itself
Shift from economic and political perspective on
globalization to ideational ones
Causality comes from ideas not from real world
circumstances
Decisive issue is the power over discursive
construction, especially in the information society
Discursive idea can be combined with other
sociological concepts like e.g. agency or political
economy
e.g. Bruff (2005): Making sense of the
Globalization debate when engaging in political
economy analysis. In: The British Journal of Politics
and International Relations. 30 March 2005.

Variety of definitions of globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Perspectives on globalization vary in
(Scholte 2005):

Definition:
- Geography
- Scale
- Chronology
- Causality
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Variety of definitions of globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Perspectives on globalization vary in
(Scholte 2005):

Scale:
- Universal / partial
- Undifferentiated /
differentiated
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Variety of definitions of globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Perspectives on globalization vary in
(Scholte 2005):

Chronology:
- Constant phenomen
of human history /
characteristic of
modernity / new era
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Variety of definitions of globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Perspectives on globalization vary in
(Scholte 2005):

Causality:
- Ideationalist / materialist
- Individualist / structuralist

Martell (2017) p. 18

Dimensions of perspectives on globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Topics of perspectives on globalization
include (Scholte 2005):

Production:
- Modes and regime of
commodity production and
allocation

Martell (2017) p. 18

Dimensions of perspectives on globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Topics of perspectives on globalization
include (Scholte 2005):

Governance:
- Set framework /
agency

Martell (2017) p. 18

Dimensions of perspectives on globalization

Sceptical

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Topics of perspectives on globalization
include (Scholte 2005):

Identity:
- Consciousness
- Homogenization /
hybridization

Martell (2017) p. 18

Dimensions of perspectives on globalization

Topics of perspectives on globalization
include (Scholte 2005, p. 27):

Sceptical

Knowledge:

(Martell 2017, p. 15-16)

Shifts of
- dominant understanding?
- Ontology (notions of reality,
e.g. perception of space and
time)
- epistemologies(conceptions
of knowledge, e.g. revivalism
of religion)
- methodologies (ways of
constructing knowledge, e.g.
departure from disciplinary
divisions)
Martell (2017) p. 18

Ambiguities and Agency options of perspectives on
globalization
Ambiguities of perspectives on globalization include (Scholte 2005):
-

Security (bodily safety, ecological integrity, material welfare; cultural protection, rule of
law, etc.)

-

Equality (class, geography, gender, race, urban/rural etc.)

-

Democracy (liberalization after cold war or differentiation of elites, inclusiveness of
technologization, increase / decrease of democratic space)

Agency options (Scholte 2005):
-

Neoliberalism

-

Rejectionism

-

Reformism

-

Transformism
Martell (2017) p. 18

Definitions of Globalization

Demands to defintions (Scholte 2005, p. 52-54):
- “First, definition serves – or should serve – to advance knowledge. A definition should
pave the way to greater insight. Thus, to be maximally helpful, a new notion like
globality/globalization should be defined in a way that opens new understanding. The
word should not merely restate what can already be known with other terminology.” (…)
- “Second, no conceptualization is normatively and politically neutral. It is therefore
necessary carefully to reflect on the priorities and power relations that any definition
reflects – and also helps to (re)produce. Different definitions of globalization may
promote different values and interests.” (…)
- “Third, every definition is relative to a context. Each understanding of a key concept
reflects a historical moment, a cultural setting, a geographical location, a social status, an
individual personality and – as already noted – a normative and political commitment.”
(…)

Definitions of Globalization

Demands to definitions:
- “Fourth, no definition is definitive. Definitions of core concepts are necessary to lend
clarity, focus and internal consistency to arguments. However, knowledge is a constant
process of invention and reinvention. Hence every definition is tentative and subject to
reappraisal.” (…)
- “Fifth, the variability of definition means that each formulation should be as clear,
precise, concise, explicit, consistent and cogent as possible. With clarity, a good
definition readily captures and communicates insight. With precision, it brings the issue at
hand into sharp focus. With conciseness, it encompasses the greatest understanding in
the fewest words. With explicitness, it leaves a minimum unspoken and to the reader’s
inference. With consistency, it lends internal coherence from start to finish of an
argument. With cogency, it relates convincingly to empirical evidence and policy needs.”
(…)

Redundant Definitions of Globalization
- “internationalization: the term refers to a growth of transactions and interdependence
between countries. (…)
- liberalization: In this case, globalization denotes a process of removing officially imposed
constraints on movements of resources between countries in order to form an ‘open’ and
‘borderless’ world economy. (…)
- universalization: In this case, globalization is taken to describe a process of dispersing
various objects and experiences to people at all inhabited parts of the earth. On these lines,
‘global’ means ‘worldwide’ and ‘everywhere’. (…)
- westernization: As such, globalization is regarded as a particular type of universalization,
one in which social structures of modernity (capitalism, industrialism, rationalism, urbanism,
urbanism, individualism, etc.) are spread across all of humanity, in the process destroying
pre-existent cultures and local autonomy. Globalization understood in this way is often
interpreted as colonization, Americanization and (in the vocabulary of the Iranian
intellectual, Ale Ahmad) ‘westoxification’.”
(Scholte 2005, p. 54-56)

Definition of Globalization

Please develop a definition of globalization based on what you have heard so far. Please
include additional paragraphs concerning manifestations of your definition and possible
methodological implications. If you want to have the definition discussed in class in
preparation to the quiz, please send it to gonser@ph-heidelberg.de by Sunday evening,
Feb. 11th 2018.
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