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Definition of Globalization

Please develop a definition of globalization based on what you have heard so far. Please
include additional paragraphs concerning manifestations of your definition and possible
methodological implications. If you want to have the definition discussed in class in
preparation to the quiz, please send it to gonser@ph-heidelberg.de by Sunday evening,
Feb. 11th 2018.



Definitions of Globalization

Demands to defintions (Scholte 2005, p. 52-54):

- “First, definition serves – or should serve – to advance knowledge. A definition should 
pave the way to greater insight. Thus, to be maximally helpful, a new notion like 
globality/globalization should be defined in a way that opens new understanding. The 
word should not merely restate what can already be known with other terminology.” (…)

- “Second, no conceptualization is normatively and politically neutral. It is therefore 
necessary carefully to reflect on the priorities and power relations that any definition 
reflects – and also helps to (re)produce. Different definitions of globalization may 
promote different values and interests.” (…)

- “Third, every definition is relative to a context. Each understanding of a key concept 
reflects a historical moment, a cultural setting, a geographical location, a social status, an 
individual personality and – as already noted – a normative and political commitment.” 
(…)



Definitions of Globalization

Demands to definitions:

- “Fourth, no definition is definitive. Definitions of core concepts are necessary to lend 
clarity, focus and internal consistency to arguments. However, knowledge is a constant 
process of invention and reinvention. Hence every definition is tentative and subject to 
reappraisal.” (…)

- “Fifth, the variability of definition means that each formulation should be as clear, 
precise, concise, explicit, consistent and cogent as possible. With clarity, a good 
definition readily captures and communicates insight. With precision, it brings the issue at 
hand into sharp focus. With conciseness, it encompasses the greatest understanding in 
the fewest words. With explicitness, it leaves a minimum unspoken and to the reader’s 
inference. With consistency, it lends internal coherence from start to finish of an 
argument. With cogency, it relates convincingly to empirical evidence and policy needs.” 
(…) 
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How to write a research essay

Essay: 

- to be turned in by April 6th 2018. 
- Max. 2000 words
- On a group issue, but an individual essay question.
- Please come and see me in advance to discuss your issue and your individual essay questions, by March 9th

at the latest.

Topics

History of Globalization

Globalization: Definitions and Concepts

Economy of Globalization

Globalization and Culture

Politics of Globalization

Globalization and Urbanisation

Globalization and Gender

Globalization and Enviroment

Globalization and Migration

Globaliziation and War

Anti-Globalization Movements

The Future of Globalization



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Discovering, Narrowing, and Focusing a Researchable Topic

• Try to find a topic that truly interests you 
• Talk with your course instructor and classmates about your topic 
• Pose your topic as a question to be answered or a problem to be solved
• Consider what your assignment asks you to do
• Inform yourself about your topic
• Focus on one aspect of your topic
• Ask yourself whether your topic is worthy of your efforts



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Writing an Outline and a Prospectus for Yourself 

Consider the following questions: 

What is the topic? 
Why is it significant? 
What background material is relevant? 
What is my thesis or purpose statement? 
What organizational plan will best support my purpose?

https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ArgumentArchitecture.html



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Writing the Introduction

In the introduction you will need to do the following things:

• present relevant background or contextual material 

• define terms or concepts when necessary 

• explain the focus of the paper and your specific purpose 

• reveal your plan of organization 
Depending on the discipline you're writing in, an 
introduction can engage readers in many ways:

• Ask a question
• Identify a debate
• Give a comparison
• Explain a situation
• Describe a problem
• Quote an authority
• Cite an example
• Set up an intellectual problem
• Offer a hypothesis



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

A thesis statement . . .

• Makes an argumentative assertion about a topic; it states the conclusions that you have reached about 
your topic. 

• Makes a promise to the reader about the scope, purpose, and direction of your paper. 
• Is focused and specific enough to be "proven" within the boundaries of your paper. 
• Is generally located near the end of the introduction; sometimes, in a long paper, the thesis will be 

expressed in several sentences or in an entire paragraph. 
• Identifies the relationships between the pieces of evidence that you are using to support your argument. 



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

A purpose statement …
• announces the purpose, scope, and direction of the paper. It tells the reader what to expect in a paper and 

what the specific focus will be.
• Common beginnings include: 

"This paper examines . . .," "The aim of this paper is to . . .," and "The purpose of this essay is to . . ."
• A purpose statement makes a promise to the reader about the development of the argument but does not 

preview the particular conclusions that the writer has drawn.
• A purpose statement usually appears toward the end of the introduction. The purpose statement may be 

expressed in several sentences or even an entire paragraph.
• A purpose statement is specific enough to satisfy the requirements of the assignment. Purpose statements 

are common in research papers in some academic disciplines, while in other disciplines they are considered 
too blunt or direct. 



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Writing the Body

https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ArgumentArchitecture.html

Use your outline and prospectus as flexible guides

• Build your essay around points you want to make (i.e., don't let your sources organize your paper)
• Integrate your sources into your discussion
• Summarize, analyze, explain, and evaluate published work rather than merely reporting it
• Move up and down the "ladder of abstraction" from generalization to varying levels of detail back to 

generalization



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Writing a paragraph

Transition sentences guide your reader smoothly from the topic of the preceding paragraph into the topic of 
your new paragraph. Writers sometimes begin with a transition sentence before introducing the topic of the 
new paragraph. 

A topic sentence states the main idea of a paragraph. Beginning a paragraph with a topic sentence ensures 
your reader recognizes early in the paragraph what larger idea the paragraph is going to demonstrate. Expert 
writers may not introduce the topic until the middle or end of the paragraph, and often imply their topics 
without ever writing a topic sentence.

Body sentences develop the topic of the paragraph. These sentences work to analyze data or quotations, 
describe a text or event, set up a comparison, showcase evidence, and sometimes they enumerate the logical 
points for readers to give them a sense of a paper's bigger picture. In body sentences, you need to consider 
how much quoted data or evidence will demonstrate or prove your point.

Linking sentences relate back to the paper's main argument by showing how the idea of that paragraph 
matches the overall goal of the paper.

Concluding sentences may bring a section to its end before you move on to a new section of the paper. 



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Writing the Conclusion 

• If the argument or point of your paper is complex, you may need to summarize the argument for your 
reader. 

• If prior to your conclusion you have not yet explained the significance of your findings or if you are 
proceeding inductively, use the end of your paper to add your points up, to explain their significance. 

• Move from a detailed to a general level of consideration that returns the topic to the context provided by 
the introduction. 

• Perhaps suggest what about this topic needs further research.



How to write a research essay
Writing Centre, University of Wisconsin, Madison: https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html; last visited on 
07/02/2018

Revising the Final Draft 

Check overall organization: logical flow of introduction, coherence and depth of discussion in body, 
effectiveness of conclusion. 
Paragraph level concerns: topic sentences, sequence of ideas within paragraphs, use of details to support 
generalizations, summary sentences where necessary, use of transitions within and between paragraphs. 
Sentence level concerns: sentence structure, word choices, punctuation, spelling. 
Documentation: consistent use of one system, citation of all material not considered common knowledge, 
appropriate use of endnotes or footnotes, accuracy of list of works cited. (Harvard citation style: refer to 
http://guides.library.uwa.edu.au/c.php?g=380288&p=2575722)”



How to give the presentation

Presentation in the group: max. 20 min, 20 min discussion

Be prepared: 

- Structure, 
- Practice, 
- Body Language, 
- Notes and Handouts, 
- Speech, 
- PowerPoint, 
- Interaction, 
- Nervousness

Anderson, C. (2013): How to give a killer presentation. In: Harvard Business Review, June 2013.
Woodcock, B. (2018): Presentation skills. University of Kent, last visited 07/02/2018
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