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Economic and environmental dimensions of land and resources, in relation to questions of
ownership, displacement, and resettlement;
Formal and informal economies as co-producers of urban space;
Provincialisation and vernacularisation of space and its representation;
Postcolonial readings  of space through literature, theatre, and cinema;
Memory studies, material engagement theory, and debates on the “thingness of space”;
Religion, ritualistic practice, and notions of the sacred;Risk and safety, with respect to gendered
aspects of space;
Making, remaking, and resistance to spaces for diverse genders and sexualities;
Public space, street life, and liminality;
Territoriality, statehood, and citizenship;
Cyberspace, social networks, and virtual reality

   
The spatial turn in the humanities and social sciences can be traced to the 1980s when space itself was
conceptualised. It draws upon various critical sources, some dating back to the early and mid-twentieth
century, such as Walter Benjamin’s Arcades Project and the writings of Henri Lefebvre. As a result of these
developments, the conception of space expanded from being understood solely as a bounded physical
entity, to it being considered a process in time, without a clear distinction between the outside and the
inside. This is premised on the idea that space was generated through individual and institutional
strategies and tactics. Thus, space becomes a transnational, multidimensional concept, with social,
institutional, and economic aspects, to name a few. Amidst these myriad definitions, the emerging
understanding is that of space as fluid, created by and conceived through networks of changing human
relationships which shape social structures, and vice-versa. This process itself has been captured by
theories of panopticism, assemblage, heterotopia, and the trialectics of spatiality, among others. Today,
the pervasive impact of the COVID-19 pandemic prompts a reconfiguration of our understanding of
spatial networks, raising new, pertinent questions about the interplay of physical and virtual spaces. 

In light of these various existing perspectives and circumstances, we invite papers that engage with
interdisciplinary understandings of spatiality, such as:

Submission Procedure
Students pursuing their masters or doctoral research in any institution, in India or overseas, are eligible
to present their papers at this conference.

Please submit your abstract and a brief bio through the link or QR Code provided below by 10th March
2021. Abstracts must be no longer than 500 words and must contain a draft title. No more than ten
keywords may be added. Selected participants must submit their final paper by 4th April 2021.

In case of any queries, kindly write to dohssconference@gmail.com or hssconfsec@gmail.com.

https://tinyurl.com/y5rx37py
For submissions please scan the QR code or click on the link


