19th Annual Conference of
Knowledge Forum

P——p—— Theme: Innovation and Economy
Dates: October 29 to 31, 2026

Hosted by: Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, lIT Madras

Call for Papers

Under the overall theme of “Innovation and
Economy” papers are invited relating to the
following topics. Technology dimension will
be common to all the topics and therefore
IS not mentioned separately.

Al, Robotics and Employment
Climate Change
Corporate Social Responsibility

Last date for submission of title
of papers and abstracts:

_ : May 31, 2026
wEELlvE In(.justnes Last date for full paper submission:
Econophysics July 31, 2026

Energy Transition & Net Zero Emission
FDI and Trade

Frugal, Grassroot and Open Innovations
Gig Economy

Public Policy towards Innovation

Space Economy

Sustainability

Send the abstracts and paper to:
fgksindia@gmail.com

Website: https://fgks.co.in

The conference will have an introductory session followed by Competitive Sessions. In
the competitive sessions all the papers will be refereed before accepted for
presentations. Case Studies from Technologists on any of the sub-themes of the
Conference would also be considered for presentation.



About IIT Madras

The Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras),
located in Chennai, was inaugurated in 1959 with
assistance from the Government of the then West Germany
under the Indo-German Agreement, and was declared an
Institute of National Importance by Parliament in 1961. The
Institute occupies a 630-acre campus in South Chennai. An
Institute of Eminence, [IT Madras has 18 academic
departments, about 590 faculty members and nearly 10,000
students across undergraduate, postgraduate and research
programmes. It was ranked No. 1 in the Overall category of
the NIRF 2025 rankings, for the seventh consecutive year.
Its faculty and students are engaged in cutting-edge
research across science, engineering, management and the
humanities, supported by a wide network of research
centres and partnerships with industry and academia.
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Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences

The Department of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS)
is one of the oldest departments at [IT Madras. It offers
Master's (M.A.) programmes in Development Studies,
Economics, English Studies and Public Policy, a doctoral
(PhD) programme, and elective courses for B.Tech and
M.Tech students. Its teaching and research span
Economics, English, Development Studies, Philosophy,
History and Interdisciplinary Studies. The department
fosters interdisciplinary dialogue between the humanities,
social sciences and technology.

Website: https://hss.iitm.ac.in/

About Knowledge Forum

The Forum for Global Knowledge Sharing (Knowledge
Forum) is an interdisciplinary platform focusing on the
interface of science, technology, and economics.
Established on August 25, 2005, and housed at the Institute
for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi, it connects
scholars from various institutions and countries to exchange
research and collaborate on technology creation, transfer,
and global business issues. Addressing the gap between
economists and technologists, the Forum fosters
interdisciplinary dialogue through annual conferences
featuring high-quality research presentations. Membership
is open to scholars publishing in refereed journals.
Corporate members include Global Development Network,

The Hindu, Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, and EID Parry India Ltd.

Governing Council

President
e Professor N. S. Siddharthan, Hon. Professor, Madras
School of Economics, Chennai

Vice President
e Professor Y. S. Rajan, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai

Distinguished Professor, ISRO

Treasurer
e Professor Bino Paul, Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai

Hon. Secretary
¢ Professor K. Narayanan, Department of Economics, IIT
Bombay

Members

¢ Professor S. R. Hashim, former Chairman, Union Public
Service Commission and former Member Secretary,
Planning Commission

e Professor Bishwanath Goldar, Institute of Economic
Growth and JNU, Delhi

¢ Professor Ashok Jain, Former Director NISTAD

¢ Professor K. L. Krishna, former Director, Delhi School of
Economics

o Kaushalesh Lal, Society for Development Studies, Delhi
and MERIT, The Netherlands

e Padma Prakash, eSocialSciences

e Professor Alakh N. Sharma, Director, Institute for
Human Development, New Delhi

¢ Professor Malathy Duraisamy, IIT Madras

e Professor Uday Bhanu Sinha, Delhi School of
Economics, University of Delhi, Delhi

¢ Professor Ruchi Sharma, School of Humanities and
Social Sciences, IIT Indore, Indore.



